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| know this may sound a little odd but | love the winter, the
snow, the frosty sunny mornings, | don't even mind the cold,
though | have never worn as many layers as we do on our
detached project! | also enjoy winter because in amongst the
darkness there appear rays of hope - literally! We've known
a lad called Ben for over a year now, at the start he was one
- of the most antagonistic, aggressive, confrontational young
people I've met. We're not the only people who experienced
this as he's banned from the local shop. Over the months, the team have
dedicated time and energy into him and investing in a positive relationship
with him. One Friday night a large group of youth were drinking heavily, one
lad, Liam, was totally out of it with drink, being loud, rude and out of control.
Ben, who had not been drinking, turned to me, gave me a pound and asked
me to buy some water from the local shop. When | came back and gave it to
Ben, rather than pouring it over Liam's head, (which | thought he might do),
he passed the water to Liam and anmura.gaﬂ him to sober up. | was stopped
dead and speeuhlesa with thts spontaneous act of krndneﬁs and immediately
told Ben S0, What an amazing opportunity fo witness that change in character.
Idispand nundrads murg nlgh’.ts inmp cold: m;:tfaﬂafm‘nmiuﬁsljhﬂ that!
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This newsletter has been designed by James, a Durham YFC volunteer.
The names of young people have been changed to protect their identity.




| spend time In the DYFC office working on plans for the Tanzania Trip,
which is taking place this summer. ['ve been booking flights, locking for
people to give us money for the trip and generally ticking things off the

‘Tanzania — To Do’ list

What excites you about being involved with DYFC?

| love the fact that OYFC works in so many areas and has so many things
going on at once — God is working in so many ways through so many
people. The thing which probably excites me the most about the part |

play though, |5 the idea of planning another trip next summer, with the guys from detached.

What difference does it make to your life? Well it obviously gives me a lovely way to
spend my Monday afternoons, but it has also given me the opportunity to combine so many
ways of getting invalved in DYFC in one role. I've been deoing admin things, organisational
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What are you looking forward to?
1) When we have all the money for the trip 2) When the guys come back from Tanzania and
I get ta hear all their stnri_e_s and see their photos 3) When we start planning a trip for 2011

- Durham YFC Volunteer

‘Summit’ is a lunchtime drop in for year 10 and 11 studﬂ'iﬁ. 'I‘mm

Belmont Performing Arts College, DYFC, together with two local «
churches and the schools' extended services, have created'an offsita ™
haven for young people. The project was initially dreamed up to provide
warmth and time-out in a safe place Although we staried out with a mere
handful of young people, the progress thus far has been nothing short of
encouraging — we now have an average of 30 -40 young people who drop

! in each week, Summit involves free chocolate, music, computer games,
making things and, most importantly, a space to be accepted, It has been
great to build relationships and give them a sense of how important and
valued they are. We have a birthday list which is being constantly updated as new pecple come,
where we get each person a cake on the week of their birthday to demonstrate they are worth
celebrating! As Summit is set in church grounds they constantly refer to it as 'church’, it is
great to be busting their conception of what church is and what it means to them. In recent
times, we have also developed authentic relationships with some of the regulars, many of
whom genuinely look forward to seeing us and being honest about issues they face in their
lives. In fact they seem to enjoy the space so much they have demanded it continues beyond
the dark,cold months into the summer term! We will comply but will need to replace hot
chocolates with ice pops! Personally, Summit has been such a great experience. It isn't all
chocolates and roses all the time, but it is heartening to know that whatever input we make
now in the lives of young people, may just go a long way!









